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New society being formed to help people
with physical disabilities
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With the Regional Disabled Persons
Association recently disbanded in the
Langleys, local disability advocate Zosia
Ettenberg and others have stepped up to
the plate to create a new society that is
looking to provide much needed services
and equipment.
But with the creation of the society comes
a fresh idea.
The people receiving assistance from the
society would be expected to pay back
the organization in terms of their talents
and/or their time, said Ettenberg.
"The main idea is that each person who
becomes a client would pay back in some
way either with time or talent. That way
dig nity is maintained and we are
providing a hand up not a hand out," she
said.
The society hopes to provide scooters
and other expensive equipment through a
co-op sharing or donation system as well
as purchasing some of it using grants
and fundraising.
The society wi!! also help provide services
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or help those in need gain access to
services that aren't covered through MSP.
Ettenberg, along with a former RDPA
volunteer Lori Andrist and supporter Lori
Mitcham are hosting the society's
inaugural meeting on April 26, where a
gift basket worth more than $300 will be
awarded to whomever comes up with the
best name for the new society, she said.
The deadline to come up with a name for
the society is April 10. Each entry must
be Langley resident and can be
submitted to zosia@telus.net.
They are hoping to have at least 25
people come out to the first meeting
where a board of directors will be created,
the non-profit society become registered
and discussions about the society's first
fundraiser get underway.
"There are many people in the Langleys
who require assisted devices, health and
dental services and repairs to existing
equipment not covered by MSP or other
funding agencies," she said.
There is a movement towards developing
an equipment and assisted technology
co-op in B.C. The first meeting was held
on Sept. 28, 2009 and Ettenberg is on
that committee. Scooters and other
equipment that help disabled people
function easier in their day to day lives
can be costly.
The society would apply for grants and
funding from various agencies to be able
to obtain equipment and services, she
said.
To learn more or become a member email
zosia@telus.net.
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